《Scofield Reference Notes – 1 Samuel》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of 1 Samuel 

This book represents the personal history of Samuel, last of the Judges. It records the moral failure of the priesthood under Eli, and of the Judges in Samuel's attempt to make the office hereditary ( 1 Samuel 8:1 ). In his prophetic office Samuel was faithful, and in him begins the line of writing prophets. Henceforth the prophet, not the priest, is conspicuous in Israel. In this book the theocracy, as exercised through judges, ends ( 1 Samuel 8:7 ), and the line of kings begins with Saul. 

The book is in four parts: 

1. The story of Samuel to the death of Eli, 1:1-4:22. 

2. From the taking of the ark to the demand for a king, 5:1-8:22. 

3. The reign of Saul to the call of David, 9:1-15:35. 

4. From the call of David to the death of Saul, 16:1-31:13. 

The events recorded in First Samuel cover a period of 115 years (Ussher). 

01 Chapter 1 
1:3  And this man went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the LORD, were there. 

Lord of hosts 

Jehovah (Lord) of Hosts, Heb. Jehovah Sabaoth. For the distinctive meanings of Jehovah, (See Scofield "Genesis 2:4") . Sabaoth means simply host or hosts, but with especial reference to warfare or service. In use the two ideas are united; Jehovah is LORD of (warrior) hosts. It is the name, therefore, of Jehovah in manifestation of power. "The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of glory" Psalms 24:10 and accordingly in the Old Testament Scripture this name is revealed in the time of Israel's need. It is never found in the Pentateuch, nor directly in Joshua or Judges, and occurs but rarely in the Psalms; but Jeremiah, the prophet of approaching national judgment, uses the name about eighty times. Haggai in two chapters uses the name fourteen times, Zechariah in fourteen chapters calls upon the Lord of hosts about fifty times. In Malachi the name occurs about twenty five times. In the utmost extremity, the Psalmist twice comforts his heart with the assurance "the Lord of hosts is with us." Psalms 46:7 Psalms 46:11 . 

The meanings and uses of this name may thus be summarized: 

(1) The "hosts" are heavenly. Primarily the angels are meant, but the name gathers into itself the idea of all divine or heavenly power as available for the need of God's people Genesis 32:1 Genesis 32:2 ; Isaiah 6:1-5 ; 1 Kings 22:19 ; Luke 2:13-15 . 

(2) In use this is the distinctive name of Deity for Israel's help and comfort in the time of her division and failure 1 Kings 18:15 ; 19:14 ; Isaiah 1:9 ; 8:11-14 ; 9:13-19 ; 10:24-27 ; Isaiah 31:4 Isaiah 31:5 ; Haggai 2:4 ; Malachi 3:16 Malachi 3:17 ; James 5:4 . 

See other names of Deity, (See Scofield "Genesis 1:1") See Scofield " Genesis 2:4 " Genesis 2:7 See Scofield " Genesis 14:18 " See Scofield " Genesis 15:2 " See Scofield " Genesis 17:1 " See Scofield " Genesis 21:33 " 

02 Chapter 2 
2:6  The LORD killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

grave 

Heb. "Sheol," (See Scofield "Habakkuk 2:5") . 

2:10  The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed. 

anointed 

A prophecy of Christ as King. Cf. Psalms 2:1-9 . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:1  And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision. 

the word 

Or, a word from the LORD was unusual in those days; there was no public vision. 

04 Chapter 4 
05 Chapter 5 

06 Chapter 6 

6:3  And they said, If ye send away the ark of the God of Israel, send it not empty; but in any wise return him a trespass offering: then ye shall be healed, and it shall be known to you why his hand is not removed from you. 

then ye 

Contra. Hebrews 9:22 . 

07 Chapter 7 

7:3  And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 

Ashtaroth 

(See Scofield "Judges 2:13") . 

7:12  Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us. 

Ebenezer 

i.e. The stone of help. 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

10 Chapter 10 

11 Chapter 11 

12 Chapter 12 

12:14  If ye will fear the LORD, and serve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then shall both ye and also the king that reigneth over you continue following the LORD your God: 

fear 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") . 

12:24  Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things he hath done for you. 

fear 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") . 

13 Chapter 13 

14 Chapter 14 

14:3  And Ahiah, the son of Ahitub, Ichabod's brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD'S priest in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the people knew not that Jonathan was gone. 

Ahiah 

Called Ahimelech, 1 Samuel 22:9 1 Samuel 22:11 1 Samuel 22:20 . 

15 Chapter 15 

15:11  It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night. 

repenteth 

(See Scofield "Zechariah 8:14") . 

16 Chapter 16 

16:21  And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became his armourbearer. 

And David Cf. 1 Samuel 17:55 1 Samuel 17:56 . The order of events is: 

(1) David, whose skill on the harp, and valour in the combat with the lion and bear 1 Samuel 17:34 1 Samuel 17:36 were known to "one of the servants" of Saul, was brought to play before the king 1 Samuel 16:17 1 Samuel 16:18 . 

(2) David returns to Bethlehem 1 Samuel 17:15 . 

(3) David is sent to Saul's camp 1 Samuel 17:17 1 Samuel 17:18 and performs his great exploit. 

(4) Saul's question 1 Samuel 17:55 1 Samuel 17:56 implies only that he had forgotten the name of David's father --not remarkable certainly in an oriental king. 

17 Chapter 17 

17:56  And the king said, Enquire thou whose son the stripling is. 

son 

Cf. (See Scofield "1 Samuel 16:21") . 

18 Chapter 18 

19 Chapter 19 

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

21:1  Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: and Ahimelech was afraid at the meeting of David, and said unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man with thee? 

Ahimelech 

called Ahiah, also Abiathar. 1 Samuel 14:3 . 

21:6  So the priest gave him hallowed bread: for there was no bread there but the shewbread, that was taken from before the LORD, to put hot bread in the day when it was taken away. 

shewbread 

(See Scofield "Exodus 25:30") . 

22 Chapter 22 

23 Chapter 23 

23:28  Wherefore Saul returned from pursuing after David, and went against the Philistines: therefore they called that place Selahammahlekoth. 

Selahammahlekoth 

i.e. The Crag (or Cliff) of Divisions. 

24 Chapter 24 

25 Chapter 25 

26 Chapter 26 

27 Chapter 27 

28 Chapter 28 

28:6  And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. 

Urim 

(See Scofield "Exodus 28:30") . 

29 Chapter 29 

29:4  And the princes of the Philistines were wroth with him; and the princes of the Philistines said unto him, Make this fellow return, that he may go again to his place which thou hast appointed him, and let him not go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he be an adversary to us: for wherewith should he reconcile himself unto his master? should it not be with the heads of these men? 

reconcile Or, make himself pleasing. (See Scofield "Daniel 9:24") . 

29:9  And Achish answered and said to David, I know that thou art good in my sight, as an angel of God: notwithstanding the princes of the Philistines have said, He shall not go up with us to the battle. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

30 Chapter 30 

31 Chapter 31 

31:3  And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of the archers. 

hit him 

Cf. 2 Samuel 1:10 ; 21:12 . The order is: 

(1) Saul is "hit"--wounded mortally, potentially "slain," by the Philistines; 

(2) either to escape agony, or insult by the enemy, he falls upon his sword, and his armour-bearer, supposing him to be dead, slew himself; 

(3) but Saul was not dead; raising himself upon his spear, he besought the Amalekite to put him to death. 2 Samuel 1:10 ; 21:12 . 

31:12  All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Bethshan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. 

burnt Contra. 2 Chronicles 16:14 . 

